












Ireland’s Wireless Test & Trial Licensing Programme
 

06

OnAir has used Test and Trial Ireland to carry out the aircraft electromagnetic conformance 
measurements required to obtain an authorisation to offer GSM 
services on-board aircraft (MCA).

“These measurements namely helped us to obtain airworthiness certification for 
the installation and operation of MCA equipment on board Boeing 737 800 type 
aircraft, enabling the launch of in-flight mobile phone services with Ryanair.” 
Asbjorn Christoffersen, Chief Regulatory Officer, OnAir

What are the main points of Ireland’s 
Test and Trial Licensing Regime?

Scope of the Licence 
There are two types of licences: a Test Licence 
and a Trial Licence.

Both licence types allow the testing of wireless 
devices and systems in Ireland, while a Trial 
Licence also allows the participation of external 
businesses and consumers in the trial. 

Further information is available in our guidance 
notes at www.testandtrial.ie/licence 

Licence Duration 
Licences are typically granted for up to one 
year, but users can re-apply to extend their 
licences if more time is required.

Licence Fees 
The fees for these licences are set at an 
inexpensive level in order to stimulate research 
and innovation at all levels. For our current 
fees, please visit www.testandtrial.ie/licence.

Licence Turnaround Time 
ComReg is committed to turning around 
licence applications as soon as possible - that 
typically means within 10 days of receipt of a 
completed application.
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How can I get a Test or Trial Licence?

Trinity College Dublin, as part of the Centre for Telecommunications Value-Chain 
Research (CTVR), used Test and Trial Ireland to test reconfigurable software-based 
radio and dynamic spectrum management techniques.

“The ability to realistically test our research ideas in clean, dedicated spectrum 
has enabled us to significantly advance our reconfigurable radio system and opens 
the potential for us to convert our high-quality academic output into exploitable 
intellectual property.” 
Professor Linda Doyle, Trinity College Dublin and CTVR

Talk to us 
At the early stage, applicants are invited to 
contact ComReg at info@testandtrial.ie to 
discuss their requirements. 

This discussion will help identify the 
appropriate frequency band that could be 
used for the test or trial licence and inform the 
applicant of the next steps in the process.

Apply 
Both the Test Licence and Trial Licence 
application forms are available on our website 
at www.testandtrial.ie/licence 



Ireland’s Wireless Test & Trial Licensing Programme
 

08

Further Information

RTÉ Network Limited (RTÉNL), Ireland’s national broadcaster transmission 
service provider, used Test and Trial Ireland to trial a range of digital radio 
and television broadcasting technologies. 

“These trials helped RTÉNL explore the possibilities for deploying digital 
terrestrial broadcasting technologies in Ireland and allowed us to garner 
direct consumer feedback on their trial experience.” 
Mick Keogh, Executive, RTÉ Network Limited

Further information is available at www.testandtrial.ie

ComReg’s contact details are: 

The Commission for Communications Regulation

Address:	 Abbey Court, Irish Life Centre, Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1, Ireland 

Telephone:	 +353 1 804 9700

Email:	 info@testandtrial.ie

Web:	 www.testandtrial.ie
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